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AFSCME Local 1739  

Endorses Cherelle Parker for Mayor 
 

Philadelphia - On Thursday, March 2, 2023, AFSCME Local 1739, Community and Social 

Agency Employees unanimously endorsed Cherelle Parker for Mayor of Philadelphia. 

“Local 1739 represents over 1500 members who work in unionized private profit 

agencies of Philadelphia,” said Fred Wright, President of Local 1739. “Our members’ motto is 

‘Building the Community.’ How can you build the community if you are not from the community? 

We know Cherelle Parker – who was born, raised, and educated in Philadelphia – is the best 

person to address the needs of Philadelphia.   

“Cherelle is an unapologetic supporter of working Philadelphians and has stood beside 

our members during some of our toughest fights,” continued Wright. “She understands the 

benefits that a strong union like AFSCME Local 1739 provides for our members, and she also 

knows that our members’ needs stretch beyond the union. Our members need a safer 

Philadelphia, they need a Philadelphia that is free from litter and trash, and they need a 

Philadelphia that provides economic opportunities for every corner of our city to lift people out of 

poverty and give everyone a chance.”  

“I am honored to receive the endorsement of Local 1739,” said Cherelle Parker. “To 

know that the membership of Local 1739 saw the work that we have done together and to put 

their trust in me to lead our city is truly humbling. Their members know that I will always be a 

pro-union Mayor, and they also know that I have the tested experience to deliver when I say that 

together we will be building a safer, cleaner and greener city, that provides economic 

opportunity for all.” 

Members of AFSCME Local 1739 are a critical part of Philadelphia’s social service 

safety net so people and families don’t fall by the wayside. Representing employees working in 

Philadelphia’s Community and Social Service Agencies, including work readiness, substance 

abuse recovery, and working with people with disabilities so they can live independently.  

Local 1739 members are dedicated to caring for people who cannot take care of 

themselves, giving people hope to live a normal life, helping moms keep kids out of foster care, 

reuniting families, and showing people a path to new opportunities. 
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